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education, advocates 

licensure, promotes the 

ethical and competent 

practice of engineering and 

enhances the image and 

well-being of all engineers 

in the state of Florida.  
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President ôs Message 

For those of you joining me in Tallahassee for the FES PE Legislative Days in a 

couple of weeks, Iôm looking forward to seeing our legislative process firsthand.  As 

this will be my first time attending, I am anxious to participate in the affair s that 

affect our industry and protect our best interests. One of the main issues that will be 

discussed this year is the effort to eliminate Floridaôs Consultants Competitive 

Negotiation Act (CCNA).  Floridaôs CCNA is a derivative of the Federal Brooks Act, 

which became law in 1972.  This Act provides a process for government agencies to 

select a professional firm for a specific project based on their qualifications and 

approach to the project.  This process is intended to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of the public by not selecting professional firms based on lowest cost and 

provide for a more even playing field for various sized firms.   Instead of basing 

selection solely on price, history has shown that by basing selection on qualifications, 

an agency is able to save taxpayer dollars through creative design approaches and 

avoid the situation where a firm raising its prices after being selected for a low bid.  

According to FES research, the average cost of design services is insignificant and 

less than 1% of total cost of a project, but has a significant impact on overall price 

and project performance.  FES has taken an active stand to support the current 

CCNA and provides literature on their website for those seeking more information; 

however, opponents of the CCNA have filed both House and Senate bills again this 

year with the goal of moving towards a low-bid process.  With this in mind, FES staff 

and members will be lobbying our legislators during the PE Legislative Days to help 

them understand th e ramifications of revising the current CCNA selection process to 

one based on cost. 

 

If you are not able to join me in Tallahassee, I do ask that you please sign up to 

volunteer for our upcoming MathCounts event on February 11th where we need 

between 20-30 people to help.  Hope to see a great turn out for our E-Week Banquet 

on February 21st! 
 

Joanne M. Koerner, PE 

FES Palm Beach Chapter President 

 
 

http://www.pbfes.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=2361831622
http://twitter.com/PBCFES
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Engineers Week Banquet  

RSVP: by February 17, 2012  
 at www.pbfes.org or treasurer@pbfes.org 
 

 (If, after responding, you are not able to attend, please contact us by 
February 17, 2012  to a void any charges.)  

 

www.pbfes.org 

http://www.pbfes.org/
mailto:treasurer@pbfes.org
http://www.pbfes.org/
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MATHCOUNTS  

Please join us for the Palm Beach County MATHCOUNTS Competition to be held 

on Saturday, February 11, 2012  at a new venue this year, Gulfstream 

Middle School . Registration will start at 8:00 am, t he Competition will start at 

9:00am and typically ends around 4:00 pm. V olunteers are needed to help during 

either the morning or afternoon portion or the entire day of the competition.  

When:  Saturday, February 11, 2012 
 8:00 AM registration  
 9:00 AM -4:00 PM Competition  

 

Where:  Gulfstream Middle School , Click here  for directions  
 3600 Gulf Stream Road 
 Gulf Stream, Florida 33483 
 

RSVP:      Arnoldo Artiles  (321-795-3370) at arnoldo.artiles@kimley -horn.com or 

      Chris Gworek at chrisg@nutting.biz . 

 

Engineerôs 
Creed  

 
As a professional         

engineer, I dedicate my 
professional knowledge 

and skill to the 
advancement and 

betterment of human 
welfare. I pledge: To give 

the utmost of 
performance; To 

participate in none but 
honest enterprise; To live 
and work according to the 

laws of man and the 
highest standards of 

professional conduct; To 
place service before profit, 
the honor and standing of 

the profession before 
personal advantage, and 
the public welfare above 
all other considerations. 

In humility and with need 
for Divine Guidance, I 

make this pledge. 
 
 
 

Please Welcome our Newest Member s!  

Nicole Brancheau, EI; (Taylor Engineering, Inc.) Sponsor - Olive T. Bailey, PE 
 
Please be sure to welcome them to the Florida Engineering Society and the Palm 
Beach Chapter! 

Chapter Awards  

Nominations are currently being accepted for:   
 
Young Engineer of the Year  
Engineer of the Year 
Outstanding Technical Achievement   
Outstanding Service to the Profession 
Government Engineer of the Year 
 
Nominations  must be received by email no later than February 10, 2012.   
Please email Joanne Koerner at president@pbfes.org   
 

http://mapq.st/xSxug4
mailto:arnoldo.artiles@kimley-horn.com
mailto:chrisg@nutting.biz
mailto:president@pbfes.org
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K -12 Kudos and Komments  
By Arnoldo Artiles  

Our members continue to support the desires of our children  

to meet and talk to real engineers  
 

The K-12 year is underway, and we are excited to reach out to students eager to learn about 

engineering. It is not only a privilege to practice engineering but we also have the responsibility to 

teach others and raise the awareness of what it is that we do! Please volunteer! 

The following schools are interested in volunteers (most dates are open): 

Timber Trace Elementary School  Kônex Bridge 
Gove Elementary School   Career Day (4-30-12) 
North Palm Beach Elementary School  Engineering Presentation 
Belle Glade Elementary School   Kônex Bridge 
Whispering Pines Elementary School  Engineering Presentation 
Loggers Run Middle School   Balsa Bridge/Mousetrap cars 
Freedom Shores Elementary School  Kônex Bridge 
Jeaga Middle School    Bridge Design/ Kônex Bridge 
Pine Jog Elementary School   Engineering Presentation 
Seminole Ridge High School   Review Technical Drawings 
Coral Sunset Elementary School   Engineering Presentation 
Green Acres Elementary School   Lead a lesson / be a speaker 
Cholee Lake Elementary School   Balsa Bridge/Mousetrap cars 
Olympic Heights High School    Statics/Bridges/Truss Calcs. 
Everglades Elementary School   Engineering Lessons 
Lantana Middle School    Balsa Bridge 
Galaxy Elementary School    Engineering Presentation 
Okeeheelee Middle School   Engineering Presentation  

 

Please email Arnoldo A. Artiles, P.E. at arnoldo.artiles@kimley -

horn.com or Jim Kunard, P.E. at jim.kunard@palmbeachschools.org  if 

you would like to help.  

 

 

 

 

 


